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Disability Network Southwest Michigan
announces the exp ansion of services to
people in Berrien & Cass Counties!

We provide services in:
Barry County
Berrien County
Branch County
Calhoun County
Cass County
Kalamazoo County
St. Joseph County
Van Buren County

Call 1-877-674-5209 to learn more about us
or find us online at www.dnswm.org.

Services now available in Berrien and Cass Counties:
Disability Information & Referral
Disability Rights Advocacy
Nursing Facility Transition
Medicare Extra Help
SSI/SSDI Work Incentives Counseling
Independent Living Supports (MRS referral required)
Presentations & workshops on disability-related topics
Assistive devices demonstrations
Assistive Technology Loan Fund (ATLF) application assistance
ADA compliance audits and technical assistance

Michigan Works! Disability Program Navigator

We are the first stop for people with disabilities
and their families in Southwest Michigan.




2010 SSDI Earnings Limit s

There will be no cost of living adjustment
(COLA) for people receiving SSDI benefits
this year.

Subst antial Gainful Activity (SGA) *

A person must be unable to engage in (earn
more than) SGA in order to be considered
eligible for disability benefits by the Social
Security Administration.

2009 2010
Non-Blind $980/mo. $ 1,000/month
Blind $1,640/mo. $ 1,640/month

Trial W ork Period (TWP) *

TWP is the period of time someone can test
their ability to work and still be considered
disabled by the Social Security
Administration.

2009  $ 700 per month
2010  $ 720 per month

*For det ailed information on SGA, TWP
or other Social Security Work Incentives,
you may contact our Community Work
Incentives Counselor Pete Mulder at
1-877-674-5209, 1-269-345-1516 or
pmulder@dnswm.org.

SSI Federal Payment S tandard

There will be no cost of living adjustment
(COLA) for people receiving SSI this year.

2009 2010
Individual $ 674/mo. $674/month
Couple $1,011/mo.  $1,011/month

Information in this article was taken from
www.ssa.gov, the official site of the Social Security
Administration.

Workshop: How , When & Why to
Disclose a Disability to an Employer

Knowing when to tell an employer you have a
disability can be challenging. Come to a free
workshop to find out about your employment rights
and responsibilities under the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) and learn the best way to
disclose your disability to an employer.

Feb 11, 2010 1:00 - 3:00 pm Benton Harbor
Feb 17, 2010 1:00 - 3:00 pm Three Rivers
March 17,2010 1:00- 3:00 pm Battle Creek
March 31, 2010 1:00 - 3:00 pm Hastings

Contact Michele at 1-877-674-5209 to register or
for more information.

More dates for spring workshops will be announced
in the next LINK newsletter. You can check our
website at www.dnswm.org for more information.

Voting Accessibility V iolations
Disability Network staff perform random
accessibility checks of voting locations throughout

Southwest Michigan during every election.

Unfortunately, we continue to find both major and
minor violations of the right to cast a secret ballot.

Two of the worst violations this year:
» Avoting location that didn’t even put their
AutoMark (accessible voting machine) out

because “no one ever uses it and it is noisy”.

* Anindividual with dyslexia who requested
headphones to use an AutoMark was

asked by a poll worker if she was deaf, ;

and then the poll worker stood behind

her to watch her vote. u
Ll




Meet the st aff of Disability Network’ s Independent Living Program
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Left to right: Crystal Haigh, Miranda Grunwell, Katie Tyink, Mona Khaled, Eric Turkaleski, Tracy-Ann
Cleveland, Jackie Curtis, Becky Nesbitt, & Tim Allgor. On the far right is Karen Halsted, Associate Director.

The Independent Living Program staff work primarily with customers of Michigan Rehabilitation
Services (MRS). While MRS staff work with people on job-related goals, the Independent Living (IL)
Specialists at Disability Network help people address community barriers to obtaining employment.
Those barriers can include gaining access to health care, housing, food assistance, disability-related

benefits or transportation.

Last year, our IL Specialists provided supports & services to over 600 people with disabilities.

Support Groups at Disability Network
Qe'y‘a\ WRKR 107.7

Blind Starfish : This self help group meets the 2nd g ®
Tuesday of most months at 7:00 pm. Call Ron at § ": Pf?lkgr T?.? g.amb(?lr.]tt
383-1544 for more information. “‘ wi ene_' ISability
a etwork in
4 ) Network in 2010

Brain Injury Survivors : This group meets every \L—/S\

Thursday from 1:30 pm - 3:30 pm.
Mark your calendars for January 30, 2010 to

play in an awesome Texas Hold ‘Em Poker
Tournament benefitting Disability Network
Southwest Michigan.

Women with Disabilities : This group meets every
Tuesday from 11:00 am - 12:30 pm.

Spinal Cord Injury Survivors: Meets periodically

throughout the year. Be sure to listen to WRKR 107.7 or visit their

) website www.wrkr.com for details.
Call (269) 345-1516 to find out more.

Help us save money and trees: Sign up to receive this newsletter by e-mail!
Contact Michele at mmcgowen@dnswm.org or 1-877-674-5209.



Disability Network V olunteer of the Year: Tom Schaberg &
the First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo Men’ s Outreach Ministry

We would like to publicly thank Tom Schaberg for his
leadership and dedication to making sure people with
disabilities have the ability to be as independent as
possible through our Ramp Up program.

Tom and an awesome group of men from the First United
Methodist Church in Kalamazoo have worked hard over
the past 6 years, building 48 ramps in Kalamazoo &

Van Buren Counties and helping to mentor others who
wish to start a similar ministry.

The most difficult part of the Ramp Up program is
finding funds to purchase the material to build the ramps.
The need for ramps in Southwest Michigan is always greater than our funds for materials.

The City of Kalamazoo has provided Communtiy Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds to use to
build ramps in the core neighborhoods of the city, and the Van Buren United Way provided funds for a
small ramp project. For more information about the Ramp Up program, contact Karen Halsted at
khalsted@dnswm.org or (269) 345-1516 extension 63.

b Your generosity this holiday season will impact the lives of people with disabilities
\\ throughout Southwest Michigan. Please send in your donation today.
w THANK YOU!
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