
A Message from our President . . .
It has always been a key role of Disability Network to be responsive to the ever 
changing needs of community members with disabilities. This year with innovative 
responsiveness, we have been able to meet the unique needs of customers in 
supportive and valuable ways, initiating several new services receiving positive 
responses by customers. Included in these examples is the installation of a new 
accessible computer lab in the Kalamazoo office providing increased access to 
information, services, communication, socialization and media. Providing technology 
with accessible options not available in other locations can be the difference in 
fully participating in community life. Another new development was the provision of 
providing information about how to be better prepared to respond to an emergency 
and what to include in your emergency preparedness kit. 

Our Advocacy and Community Education Team developed a new educational 
workshop titled, ‘Ableism 101’, an opportunity for participants to identify their own 
unconscious bias around disability, learning basic concepts of ableism and how 
language can either support equality or perpetuate stigma. We have been very pleased with community members 
and community organization’s interest in this examination of disability discrimination. Another highlight that needs 
mentioning is the outstanding accomplishment of constructing 51 ramps, only possible with the dedication of 
several volunteer groups and generous donors during our RAMP-A-THON and local community foundations. This 
all important access improvement received by customers to remain living in their community is an amazing 55% 
increase in the average number of ramps of the past two years. 

These examples are only a few of the changes in services initiated to ensure we are meeting our community 
member needs and continue our leadership in disability rights devoted to supporting people with disabilities in 
discovering and reaching their full potential, while ensuring equal opportunity and full participation.  

Joel Cooper, President & CEO

Disability Network Southwest Michigan
Annual Report | 2018-19

Removing Barriers



Success By the Numbers . . .

REVENUE

	Federal & State Grants $ 1,017,692 36.8%

	Contributions  293,792 10.6%

	Interest Income  6,806 0.2%

	Donated Materials & Services  10,379 0.4%

	Program Service Fees  1,189,438 43.0%

	Contract Services  245,869 8.9%

 Total Revenue $ 2,763,976

EXPENSES

	Program Services $ 2,319,731 84.7%

	Admin/Fund Development  419,094 15.3%

 Total Expenses $ 2,738,825

 Beginning Assets $ 1,234,737

 Ending Assets $ 1,259,888

SUMMARY OF SERVICES

• 6,523 Information & Referral requests answered

• 1,307 people with disabilities received Independent Living supports

• 665 youth with disabilities served

• 247 people received Social Security Benefits Counseling

• 51 ramps built

• 51 people with disabilities transitioned out of nursing facilities and into community-based 
living resulting in saving Michigan taxpayers over $3,825,000

• 172 people with disabilities received transportation assistance

• 117 presentations in the community with 1,953 people participating

• 35 informational booths in the community

Fiscal year 2018-19



Thank you to our generous donors . . .

A+ Sales & Service
ADA Michigan
Gerald & Lynn Albertson
Bayane Alem
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Richard Atwell
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Nakia Baylis
Dorothy Beck
Berrien Community Foundation
Larry Blackamore
JJ Blasco
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John Bresnahan
Stephen Bristow
Mary & Donald Brown
Rosanne Burden
Rush & Kristen Burpee
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Philip and Patricia Burton
Kristen Busick
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Henry Cohen
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James Cooper
Joel & Jacquelyn Cooper
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Dorothy Dalton Foundation
Doc & Sher Doxzon
Emily Easterling

Paul Ecklund
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Kathy Flores
Dale & Sharon Foote
Mary Fortney
Luana Foster
Frederick Upton Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Freridge
Jaqueline Fullerton
Leatrice Fullerton
Richard & Jeanette Gagnon
Laura Getty
Dennis Gilkison
Bill & Leona Gould-McElhone
Kelly Grace
Nicholas Grala
Adam Grassl & Dr. Patty Reddy
Mary Green
Menel Gregory
Robert Griffith & Susan Benston
Laurie Grimm
Nick & Miranda Grunwell
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Guys Who Give
Karen Halsted & Pat Cronin
Harvey Hanna
Harding’s Markets
Harold & Grace Upjohn  
   Foundation
Heart Of Cook
John & Gail Hill
Robyn Hill
Chad Hodde
Max Hornick
Dave & Lynn Houghton
John & Mary Lou Howard
John Huizinga
Allan Hunt & Rochelle Habeck
Irving S Gilmore Foundation
J.E.C.K.S. Fund
Angela Jenkins
John E. Fetzer Institute
Mark & Shari Johns
Roger Jones
Janene Joshi
Kalamazoo Community  
   Foundation
Lynn Kellogg
Arthur & Anne Klute
Kevin & Katie Klute
Konjoh Konjoh
Anne Kooy
Jennifer Korinek
Tom Kruse
Mindy Kulasa
Ron & Lina Lambe
Allison Leece

Helene Lenfield
Scott Lent & Mona Khaled
Joyce & Robert Leppard
Joanne Lowery
Betty Lujan-Roberts &  
   Arthur Roberts
Tomme Maile & Dale Abbott
Maple Hill Auto Group
Gaspare & Vincenza Matranga
David Maurer
Prudence McCabe
Beth McElhone
Dan & Carol McGlinn
Charlie & Michele McGowen
Medallion Management
Martena Medendorp
Michelle Miller-Adams
Miller-Schuring Agency
Dustin & Tammy Mills
Molina Healthcare Of Michigan
Jeff & Joyce Monroe
Network For Good
Amy Neville
Karen Newland
Catherine Niessink
Kim Nolan
Pat Norman
Nottawaseppi Huron Band  
   Of The Potawatomi
Dustin Patrick O’Connell
Debra Pacic
Palisades/Entergy
Edward Pawlak
Payroll Plus
Kathleen Perkins
Thom & Lane Phillips
Robin Pollens
Eric & Kristen Potts
Linda Pregitzer &  
   Olinda Sandoval
Deb Ramsey
Joseph & Carmela Renda
Janice Rensch
Chris Roach
George & Louise Robeck
Ron Jackson Insurance Agency
Kristi Rudowske
Ryan & Ryan Law Offices
Fred Sammons & Barb Rider
Ann Sanford
Chris Sargent
Natalie Saucedo
Dennice Scarlett
Kathy Schultz
Roger & Marisa Schweitzer
Roger Schweitzer
Pamela Scurry
Second Wind Furniture

Senior Services Southwest  
   Michigan
Albin & Barbara Sikora
Jerome & Judy Sivak
Dave Skien & Nancy Gallihugh
Jo Slusher
Patty Smetana & Tom Krol
Alex Smith
Scott Spicer
Aimee Spieker
St. Joseph County United Way
Jennifer Stevens
Cheri Stoltzner
Tim & Shelly Sunday
Thomas & Priscilla Swiat
Seber Tans
The Benevity Community  
   Impact Fund
The Connable Fund
The Gary Sisters Foundation
The Guido A & Elizabeth H  
   Binda Foundation
The H.P. and Genevieve  
   Connable Fund
The Home Depot Foundation
Tom Shuster Electrical
The W.S. & Lois VanDalson  
    Foundation
Patti & Robert Townsend
Truist
Tyler Little Family Foundation
United Way of the Battle Creek 
    and Kalamazoo Region
United Way Southwest Michigan
Marjorie Van Eck
Maria & Peter Vanderploeg
Angela Vanover
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Jasmine Vedua
John & Cynthia Vigneron
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John & Jen Ward
Joshua & Pamela Weiner
Diedre Weston-Davis
Lewis & Renee Whalen
Jonathon White
Youth United Way
Rhoda Yutzy-Ryan

Every effort has been made to 
ensure accuracy of this list. 
Please contact our office in the 
event of an error.


